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of the Budget for 1936-37. This Budget involved in its scope the
measures taken with inflexible resolution by the Government for
overcoming the financial and economic crisis. Under the Full
Powers Act decrees dealing with the situation, in addition to those
issued immediately after the Act came into force, had been pro-
mulgated, the most important being a decree on November 27
amending previous legislation in the matter of cartels or trusts.
The Minister of Industry and Commerce—Gorecki—was
empowered to dissolve any trust whose existence was held inimical
to the general welfare by being economically harmful, especially
by its artificially high prices. Thirty of these trusts were at once
dissolved by the Government; some of the remaining trusts,
of which there were about 200, had been induced to lower their
prices without legal compulsion; by the end of the year 93 trusts
were dissolved, and in consequence a reduction in the prices of
coal, oil, sugar, and other articles took place. Although the inter-
national situation continued strained, as was apparent in the first
half of December from the failure of the Hoare-Laval plan for
ending the Italo-Abyssinian war, and Polish relations with
Lithuania and Czechoslovakia were certainly no better, if the
position in Danzig and Memel was easier, the vast bulk of the
Polish people was more deeply concerned with the Government's
campaign against the crisis, and not a few of those who had been
opposed to it, as a whole or in part, were coming round to believe
in it. The Government took great pains to explain and justify its
programme, Koscialkowski, Kwiatkowski, and Gorecki losing
no opportunity, by speeches, broadcasts and communications
to the Press, of placing everything before the public, and enlisting
its sympathetic co-operation.
The draft of the Budget for 1936-37 laid before the Parliament
by the Government put the Revenue at 2,237 mffljoa zlotys and
the Expenditure at exactly 50 millions less—for some yearn the
first time that a deficit was not anticipated ia the Estksate.
The total Budget figures were higher than those for the cuveafc
fiscal year, but this was because they Included various aceewl%
such as the Work Fund established to ameliorate tmempleji
which had not appeared in previoiis Budgets. In a speed* rfitoee

